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The Crucified Jesus and the Peni- 
EDITORIAL NOTES. 





Buitp a full, firm fence of faith all 

about to-day; 

Fill it in with useful works, and within 
it stay. 

Look not through the sheltering bars, 
anxious for to-morrow, 

God will help whatever comes, be it joy 

or sorrow.” 





In our next issue will be com- 
menced an important publication— 


“The Moral Theology of the Jesuits,” 


tent Thief, Sermon by Father 


Chiniquy.... 


. FEO 
Romanism in Politics, Abstract of 
Sermon by Rev. J. D. Fulton, 
| Se re . 116 
Father O’Connor’s Letters to 
Cardinal McCloskey (second 
SOUS i c's Gaeta ee 
Rome: Pagan and Papal (con- 
5 a weer ene on 125 


translated from Father Gury’s * The- 
ologia Moralis,” the text-book used by 
students in Roman Catholic Semi- 
See announcement on second 
page of cover. 


naries. 





AMONG the one hundred and fifty 
Roman Catholics who have united with 
the Presbyterian Church in Vaiparaiso, 
South America, about one-third have 
said that the turning point in their re- 
ligious experience took place while 
witnessing the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. 
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We hope our readers will send us 


the names of all converts from Rome 


among their acquaintances. Every 


one who leaves the Roman Catholic 


Church should be a light to his breth- 
of 


superstition, and by relating his ex- 


ren who are still in the darkness 


perience he en ourages others to 


search and pray for the truth also. 





THe Rev. Stephen Dekins, of the 


dC Newark, 


recently lectured on ** Newark’s Dom- 


Reform« atholic Church, 


inican Cloister and American Institu- 


tions Contrasted.”’ His work in New- 


ark 36 
amid many @ifficulties. 


rried on with great energy 


Mr 


esta, 


James ‘T. BRENNAN, of Tion- 
Pa. 


from 


whose experience and con- 
version 


last issu 


Rome ippe 
, preached a soul-stirring se 
mon in the Reformed Catholi 


New York, Sunday, | 


was greeted by many of his fellow- 


, and 


converts, W rejoiced with him that 


Lord 


vondage from so many Irish Catholics 


no 


the was breaking the chains of 
in our time. 

Wi 
sermon by Father Chiniquy on page 


are confident that the wonderful 


110 will be the means of the conver- 
sion of many Roman Catholics, if our 
to 


done ? 


readers will get them peruse it, 


How can this be By simply 
asking them in Christian kindness to 
read it, and praying God's blessing 


upon them at the same time. 


Tue vigor and eloquence of Dr. 
Fulton’s sermon will be appreciated 
by our readers. 


WeE have heard from very many of 
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our subscribers who renewed during 
the past month, and in many instances 
sent new subscribers. We beg to thank 
them most heartily for thus helping us 
in this cause. 

THERE are some subscribers who 
have not yet renewed, and from whom 
we hope to hear during this month, 
If any desire to subscribe only for six 
This 
is a good way to get new subscribers 


5b 


months the price is fifty cents. 


who at first may not wish to subscribe 
fora year. Wecan supply back num- 
bers from the commencement of Vol- 
We have a few bound copies 
still 


postage, ro cents. 


ume IT, 


f Volume I. hand. Price, 


on 
er 
$1.00; 

Bishop HENDRICKEN of Providence, 
R. L., delivered the panegyric over the 
remains of Father Kelly in Fal! River, 
Mass., 
things he said: “Father Kelly may, 


January sith. Among other 
perhaps, be detained by some few 
faults from the full measure of happi- 
for him.” 


ness which God intended 


Detained where? Is it possible that 
because there were a number of Prot- 
estants at the funeral, Bishop Hen- 
dricken was ashamed to mention pur- 
gatory? If he had said that perhaps 
Father Kelly was then in purgatory 
and would be detained there an indefi- 
nite time, would his Protestant hearers 
believe him? and if they would not, 
was he afraid they would say he wasa 
deceiver? Roman Bishops have the 


wisdom of this world. 








Tue Lpiscopal Recorder says that 
“ the only instance in Scripture of pray- 
ing to saints, may be found in Luke 
Xvi, 24, and reads thus: ‘ Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 

















that 


ray: 
uke 
ther 
end 





The 


Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool my tongue, 
for I am tormented in this flame;’ 
and this prayer, as all know, was de- 
cidedly unsuccessful. The only in- 
stance in the New Testament of any 
one confessing to a priest, was the case 
of Judas, who immediately afterwards 
The 
Catholic 
papers to quote the paragraph, which 


went But and hanged himself.” 


Recorder requests Roman 
we suppose they will be careful not 
to do. Praying to saints and confess- 
ing to priests, with such results as the 


.bove, are not very encouraging. 





WE find the following paragraph go- 
Will 


1. 
Ge- 


ng the rounds of the press. 


some one kindly send us further 
tails on this subject ? 
“The 


Niagara has been a genuine success as 


French revival in the city of 


far as the number of attendants Is 


oncerned, and considering the cold 
weather of the past few weeks. One 
Roman Catholic priest of that city, who 
active has 


is still in the ministry, 


sought admission into the work of 
the French evangelization.” 


Tue following is the estimate of 


Capel by Dr. J. M. 


Monsignor 
Buckley, editor of Zhe Christian Ad- 
vocale; 

“The greatest romancer of this cen- 
tury is not Thackery, nor Dickens, 
Elliot, 
Monsignor 


nor Dumas, nor George 
but 
They wrote their fictions; he 


nor 
Honore de Balzac, 
Capel. 
extemporizes his, and thousands of 
blind devotees and half-read people 
take them for ruth.” 





AN effort on the part of each one of 
our subscribers would double our cir- 
culation, and proportionately increase 
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t 


our usefulness. Will you, dear reader, 
do what you can to get one new sub- 
scriber to THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
or more than one, if possible ? 





Our thanks are due to the entire re- 


ligious press of the country for the 


many kind notices THe CoNvERTED 
It would fill 


a column of our paper to give even 


CaTHOLic has received. 


the names of the papers that have so 
noticed us. They are of all denomin- 
ations, and they encourage us to go 
on in this good work because they 
sin erely desire to see the Roman 
Catholics converted. 

‘THe Freedom of Worship bill now 
before the Legislature of this State is 
the 
They are in the background, 


pushed with all the energy of 
Jesuits. 


to be sure, but they threaten “ political 


damnation,” to use the words of the 
Catholic Review, to any candidate who 
As a matter 
of fact, Governor Cleveland, now Pre- 


will oppose the measure. 


sident of the United States, said last 
year that he would veto the bill if it 
came before him. But this year, his 
successor, Governor Hill, said in his 
to the Legislature that he 
would sign the bill if it is passed. If 
this bill becomes law, Rome will de- 
mand support for her parochial schools, 
and venal politicians will be happy to 
oblige the Irish vote. ‘The warning 
conveyed in’ Dr. Fulton’s sermon 
should not be in vain for the American 
people. No effort should be spared 
to evangelize the Roman Catholics; 
herein lies the true remedy for Rome's 
daring schemes against the liberties of 
the country. Spread Gospel truth 
among them; let them know that they 
can be saved without Pope or priest, 
and they will turn to the religion of 
the Bible and become good Christians 
and good citizens. May God bless 
and help all who labor for this end. 


message 
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The Sunday after the attempt to 
blow up the Houses of Parliament and 
the ‘Tower of London recently, Father 
O’Connor referred to the subject in his 
He took 


for his text: “A word spoken in due 


sermon in Masonic Temple. 
season, how good it is.” 

After dwelling on the duty of Chris- 
tians to speak the word of salvation 
through the blood of Christ to those 
who are not Christians, he referred to 
the of 
McCloskey and the Roman Catholic 


significant silence Cardinal 


bishops regarding the late attempt to 


) 


destroy the Houses of Parliament and 
the Tower of London. It may be asked, 
Why should they concern themselves 
about this matter? Because the voice 
of all nations pointed to Irish Roman 
Catholics as the perpetrators of this 
outrage. “She apostles of dynamite in 
this city are all members of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and can be observed 
attending mass and sprinkling them- 
selves with “holy water” every Sun- 
day. When one of them was attacked 
in O’Donovan Kossa’s office, a few 
weeks since, thinking he was mortally 
for a priest to vive 


wounded, he sent 


him absolution. ‘The priest attended 
him at the Chambers Street Hospital, 
When all 


these revolutionists assembled in coun- 


and of course absolved him. 


cil to prepare their plots, the men 
selected for the dymanite work were 
encouraged by the knowledge that they 
belonged to the “true Church,” and 
that whatever fate awaited their bodies, 
“the priest’? could be found every- 
where prepared to give them a full 
pardon for all their crimes. 

The preacher drew a vivid picture 
of the probable “confession” of one of 
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the dynamiters to a Roman Catholic 
priest. He knows that, as the Counci! 
of Trent declares, “ There is no sin, 
however grievous—no crime, however 
enormous or however frequently re- 
peated, which the sacrament of pen- 
ance (confession to a priest) does not 
remit ;” and that, “ when he casts him- 
self down at the feet of the priest, he 
venerates the power and person of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for in the adminis- 
tration of this, as in that of the other 
sacraments, the priest represents the 
character and discharges the functions 
of Jesus Christ.” 

The dynamiter, confiding in_ the 
power of such a priest, confesses all 
his sins to him, the private sins and the 
sins committed in concert with others. 
In the catalogue of sins it is customary 
to take up each of the Commandments 
in review and tell where they have 
been violated. ‘The command, * Thou 
shalt not kill,” is reached, and he con- 
fesses that he has co-operated in the 
breaking of it. 
ask. 


mite against the English people. Your 


“ How?” the priest will 
The answer is, “ By using dyna- 


reverence knows how England has 
treated Ireland and persecuted her 
because the people were Catholics, and 
in revenge we think we are doing right 
by making war the best way we can 
The 


heretics, and of 


against that Protestant country. 
all 
course enemies to the holy Roman 


Protestants are 
Church, and every blow at them is a 
benefit to the Church.” ‘The priest 
knows this is sound Roman theology, 
and he must place the glory of the 
Church above all other considerations. 
As an Irishman and a Catholic, the 
dynamiter must absolution 
when he expresses his sorrow for par- 
ticipation in the acts of his fellows. 


receive 























The Conv 


But he will continue of the same mind 
ifter as well as before absolution, and 
when he goes to confession again the 
same process will be repe: ited. The 
fatal facility of pardoning sinners in 
the confessional encourages criminals 
of this stamp. 

During the past week more than a 
dozen Roman Catholic bishops were in 
this city to take part in the dedication 
of Father Hecker’s great church on 
Fifty-ninth street, and one of them 
reached every evecing in the week. 
fhe American people naturally ex- 
pected that some of the preachers 
would condemn the atrocious crime of 
uttempting to murder innocent women 
ind children who were visiting the 
lower of London at the time of the 
explosion, and crime public 
pinion laid at the door of Irish Roman 

‘catholics. Did they do so? Not a 
word dropped from the lips of any of 
them. = It would r rt do to off ‘nd the 
‘faithful Irish Catholics ” in this way. 
Che “unity of the faith ” binds pries 

ind people too closely for any « wadens 
nation of the the Irish Catho- 
i¢ dynamiters. ‘The Roman Ca 
Church teaches that 


which 


acts of 
tholic 
all Protestants ar 
and and everything 
hat injures them me her 


rroval. ‘The less Protestants there are 


leretics rebe!s, 


ayp- 
n the world the less en 
‘Church ” will have to overcome. 
Father O'C 

us Roman Catholi 
mut of that ¢ and take the Word 


onnor closed by exhorting 
hearers to come 
‘hurch 


yf God, 





not the word of the priest, as 
their guide. It would give them the 
principles of sound morality, and 
hrough I sus Christ lead them into 
verlasting life 
Rev. William DP. Fox, one of the con- 
erts from Rome who ts preparing tor 
the ministry, preached at the usual 


service in| Masonic 
evening, March rst, 
eading in the Brother Fox 
said that there was much hope for the 
discontented: Irish Catholics when they 
would learn l 


Temple, Sunday 
Father O'Connor 


service, 


that there was balm in 
Gilead even for them. The Gosp 
Christ was a panacea for all the 


| ’ 
social 


erted Catholic. 
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evils of the world. But the people 
must renounce the false teachings of 
and separate themselves from 
Rome’s idols. Away with supersti- 
tion, and accept the truth as it is in 
Jesus, and he will bless you as he has 
blessed the Christian people of all 


Rome 


lands. He rejoiced that so many who 
had been Roman Catholics, like him- 
self, were rejecting Romanism and ac- 


cepting the religion of the Bible. It 
requires courage to do this, but God 
does not want chicken-hearted people. 
He says, “ Come out of her, my people, 
and be separate.”” They who are not 
his people will remain in their sins, but 
they who desire to be washed in the 
blood of the Lamb will cry out for the 
peace of God, no matter what human 
pain or obloquy they may suffer there- 
by. Obedience to and priests 
has been the curse of the Irish people 
in their native land, dlience to 
the same false guides will deprive the 
people of th blessings of the liberty 
of the children of God in our glorious 
‘They must learn to look to 


popes 


and obe 


republic ° 


Christ as the spiritual head of his 
Church, the author and finisher of the 
faith of all Christians. When they 
rise up from the slavery of priestcraft 
they will understand their privileges 
as souls redeemed and saved by the 
blood of Jesus, and they will know 
that they can be cleansed in that 
blessed fountain Popes or priests 
cannot do thisfor them. ‘The religion 


of Rome is a religion of 
religion of the 


( onnects the 


slavery; the 
the link that 
i¢ Creator. In 


Bible is 


soul witht 


r ¢ Brother vi exhorted his Ro- 
man C ‘atholic hearers to do what he 
and three brothers had d me, re- 
nounce Rome's religion and take the 
Lord Jesus as the only mediator be- 


tween God and man. 

The Rev. Dr. J. D. Fulton preached 
at the usual services of the Reformed 
Catholic Church on Sunday evenings 
February 15th and 22d. He was 
warmly greeted by large audiences, 


and invited to come and preach again. 
We hope to publish parts of his ser- 
mons in future numbers. 
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The 
CONVERTS FROM ROME, 


Last year there was published in 
London a list of 


Rome, which included the names of 


3,000 converts to 
all persons in all countries whom the 
compiler could reach. We are confi- 
dent that before many years we will be 
able to present a list of 3,000,000 con- 
verts from Rome in the United States 
and Canada. We need the co-opera- 
tion of all whom we reach in this work, 
Will our readers please give us the 
names of all whom they know to have 
been Roman Catholics, and we trust 
the religious press will publish our 
request for this information. 

Since we began the publication of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC we have 
given the names of many who rejoice 
in their deliverance from Rome's 
superstitions, and we have several hun- 
from others, which 


dred letters we 


earnestly desire to publish. But if we 
published all the letters we receive 
from converted Catholics and Romans 
on the way of conversion, our Monthly 
would contain nothing else, and should 
be enlarged to double its present size. 
This month we give the following ex- 
tracts from letters received during the 
last month. ‘They speak for them- 
selves as to the glorious work that is 
going forward in the emancipation of 
the people whom Rome has deceived. 
All whose letters we publish now re- 
joice in a happy Christian experience. 
Rev. James A, O'Connor, 

My Dear BROTHER IN CHRIST: 

Your kind letter was received by me 
thismorning. I was very much pleased 
to get it. To-day being Christmas Day, 
I thought I would answer it and tell 


you how happy I have been sinee my 
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conversion, although parted from all 
that I love in this world, happy in 
Jesus, the one whom I love above all 
others, who gives me that peace which 
the world cannot give or take away. 
| have heardof you. Tunderstand you 
were once a Roman Catholic priest. | 
heard of you before I was converted. 
last August, 1884, 
and Christ my Saviour is each day 


I was converted 
giving me kind and loving friends 
My last 
Cod, 


churches, and had the happiness of 


vacation I spent at Cape 


and I spoke in the different 


seeing many come to Christ, among 


whom were a number of Roman 


Catholics. One young man who was 
studying for the priesthood gave him- 
Christ. He 


driven from home, but the minister of 


self to has since been 
that town took him and gave him a 
home. He is now expecting to come 
here to school to study, and, God will- 
I am 


inclined to think that there are many 


ing, to bea Protestant minister. 


more of that class of people that will- 
become enlightened and see as I now 
see what great darkness they are living 
in. In my conversion to Christ, I had 
to give up all that I held dear on earth. 
but I have found a richer treasure, one 
that lost 


and 


fades not away. | home, 


father, mother, brothers sister. 
My only sister is a Sister of Charity in 
Blairsville, Penn. Only think of her 
putting herself into a living tomb, but 
the Lord in his greatness and mercy 
saved me from doing the same thing. 
[ was converted in August, and my 
parents were intending to send me to 
a convent school in September, and if 
I had gone there I know I would have 
remained. first 


My sister went to 


school to a convent and she became 


so much attached to convent life that 




















The 


made it her choice. Are 
having much success among 
Roman Catholics? I had the pleasure 
of meeting our presiding elder, Rev. 
He 


what great progress they 


she you 


the 


Dr. Morrison, a few weeks ago. 
was telling 
are having among Roman Catholics. 
out in New Mexico. I am thinking of 
going out there when I finish my edu- 
cation. I am corresponding with the 
Woman’s Missionary Society to that 
effect at present. He also told me of 
a Rev. Dr. Murphy in Iowa, who is a 
minister, but soon expects to go to 
work among the Catholic people. 

I have given allto Christ. I can say 
that my all is upon the altar, friends, 
time, talents, and life itself. I hope to 
live working for Him the rest of my 
life. I shall be pleased to hear from 
you frequently, for your letters will help 
me. Always pray for me. 


A..F. 
GREENWICH ACADEMY, R. I. 


DEAR SIR: 

I received from you a copy of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, in which I was 
greatly interested, as it covers my case 
exactly, having lately renounced the 
Roman faith and united myself with 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
THe CONVERTED CATHOLK 
will greatly help me, so please continue 


I know 


to send it to me. 
Yours respectfully, 


Joun GLaAs, 
3ETHALTO, ILL. 


DEAR Sir: 

I am a convert from Popery, and 
have read several times of your work 
in New York, and heartily sympathize 
with you. I pray God that you may 
have abundant success in exposing the 
mystery of iniquity, and in bringing 
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erring souls to the kingdom by the 
truths of the Gospel. I was born in 
Springfield, Ill., lived there till I was 
seventeen years of age, and graduated 
from the High School of that city. I 
then went to Philadelphia, and soon 
the Roman 


Catholic faith, and became a sceptic. 


afterwards renounced 
However, I began to study the Bible 
in earnest, and finally, after five years 
groping in darkness, I have been 
brought to the light as it is in Jesus, 
through the instrumentality of the Y. 
M. C. A. of Chester. 
unite with your Church if it were pos- 
sible for me to do so, but at present it 


I would gladly 


is not. If you will give me advice and 
counsel I shall be very much obliged 
to you. Send me copies of your pub- 
lications. Praying that the blessing 
of God may rest upon you and your 
labors, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

Cuester, Pa. i. W. 

P.S.—I have been soliciting sub- 
scriptions for THe CONVERTED CATH- 
otic, and I am happy to send youa 
good list. I expect to get some more 
in a few days. I will send you a long 
article as soon as I have time to write 
it. 

F.R 
DEAR SIR: 

I am very much pleased with your 
CONVERTED CatHo.ic, although | 
ordered it by mistake, misunderstand- 
ing the sense of the words (Converted 
Catholic) which I 
Roman Catholic paper; but I am very 


believed to be a 
well satisfied with it, as it has revealed 
to me many things which I did not 
But like to 
know a little more about these matters, 


know before. I would 


as you will see afterward. Like many 


of your converts I was born a Roman 
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The 


Catholic, in a country (France) where 
I never knew of any other religion, 
and where I was taught that any other 
denomination heretical. I was 
wholly ignorant of any other kind of 
religion but the Roman until I came 
to this country, and this because I 
never read Bible. It 
when I was presented with one ona 
steamboat that I knew there was any 


was 


the is only 


other way of being saved. 1 read it 
many times, but there were many things 
in it which I could not understand, 
until I received and read your Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC and saw what was 
said of the Bible by the Popes, that it 
was a bad book to read. I have been 
confirmed in your opinions by reading 
Roman 


vesterday in a what a 


paper 


Catholic Bishop says about the Bible 
read by Catholic children in the public 
schools. That Lible, he said, con- 
tained the doc trine of demons. I have 
learned in reading it to look upon it as 
the Word 


of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Pro- 


of God, spoken by the mouth 


phets. But the way the bishops talk 
about it, if true, makes it seem not to 
be God's Word. | 


many things which I had never heard 


find in the Bible 


of before, and which are against our 
kind of religion. I am not avery good 
judge on matters of this kind, but | 
find that confession of sins, as you say, 
God. 
Please be kind enough to inform me 
When I 


am very 


should be made directly to 
further on all these matters. 
read the things you say I 
doubtful whether I am in the right 
way, and would lke very much to 
have more light, if possible. 

Very truly your brother in our Lord 


and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


AG RR. 
J., Feb. 23d, 1885. 


Rauway, N. 
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BROTHER O'CONNOR: 

You have very kindly sent me THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC since its publi- 
cation, and being an Irishman myself, 
and a converted Catholic, I take a 
great interest in its perusal; but I have 
been out of employment all winter be- 
sides having an invalid wife, and truly 
I am not before 
spring opens, but if you continue to 
send it I will pay you before long. 
,. Be ee 


able to subscribe 


God bless you. 


FATHER O’CoNNOR, 
DEAR Sir: 

that receive 

medals, scapulars, pictures, rosaries, 


Having heard you 
and all such things from a person who 
has no further use of them, I take 
this 


little box that contains those which | 


great pleasure in sending you 

used when I was in the convent. 
From one of your converts, 
Miss Mary H. Ciear, New York. 


February 4th, 1885. 
DEAR BROTHER: 


I send you the addresses of two 
Catholic priests and one teacher. One 
of the priests is almost persuaded to 
become a He 
leave Rome, get married and become 
The 
the 
school teacher is an Irishman to whom 
I gave a copy of your “ Letters to 
Cardinal McCloskey,” one year ago. 
I know a lady who was about to 
become a nun; but was prevented by 
reading your publications. Send me 
a package of the tract, “ Mary in 
Heaven,” to distribute among the 
Catholics here; I know they will do 
great good, and that many of the 
Roman Catholics will be converted, 
for they only need such light as your 
publications afford. 
Missourt,. 


Protestant. wants to 


ateacher. He is a young man. 


other is a German priest, and 


Rev. J. G. 














The Freedom of Worship Bill, 


“© Liberty! Liberty! 
crimes are committed in thy name!” 
The crimes of imposture (humbug) 
and bigotry are those which are con- 
cealed under the fraudulent title of the 
so-called Freedom of Worship bill. 
Its object is really to put an end to the 


how many 


freedom of worship which now exists, 
and substitute a priestly tyranny. 

That this is true is established to 
all reasonable comprehensions by these 
undisputed and indisputable facts: 

1. That the same methods as to re- 
ligious or moral instruction which now 
prevail in the Randall's Island Refuge 
have prevailed there for sixty years. 

2. That until within a very few years 
nobody complained of them. 

3. That only Roman Catholics now 
complain of them. 

4. That no inmate, no parent, no 
guardian, has complained or asked 
that the Catholic priests shall have the 
sectarian privileges which they de- 
mand. 

5. That the existing religious methods 
put all denominations on an entire 
equality. 

It is a fair assumption that if there 
were any favoritism to sects in the 
institution, some other one of the 
numerous sects besides the Catholics 
would be heard from. The fact is, 
the Catholics want not merely an 
equality with other sects. They want 
to “run” the Refuge; they want to 
turn this State charity into a Catholic 
training and proselyting school. If 
the znmates demanded this, and it was 
denied them, then a “Freedom of 
Worship”’ bill might be called for. 
The real fact is, the inmates are now 
exercising their freedom, and the 
priests want to rob them of it. 

In the Randall’s Island Refuge, as 
in our common schools, morality is in- 
culeated and sectarianism is barred 
out. The priesthood are as much dis- 
satisfied with the public schools as 
they are with the Refuge, and for the 
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same reason. They do not want either 
to be non-sectarian, as the constitu- 
tions of the United States and of the 
States require. ‘They want all public 
institutions to be sectarian, and the 
more sectarian the better, provided the 
sect be their own, the most intolerant 
of all. 

The attempt to capture this Ran- 
dall’s Island Reformatory, where 
several hundred waifs of the street are 
maintained at the public charge, and 
to capture it under the pretense of 
“freedom,” is one of the most im- 
pudent attacks the priesthood have yet 
made on the American principle of 
complete divorce of Church and State. 


— Buffalo Express. 


—_Q-———- 


Ministerial Approval, 


At the weekly meeting of the Re- 
formed Church pastors of this city on 
Monday, February 2d, Father O'Con- 
nor spoke by invitation upon his work 
among the Roman Catholics, and its 
methods. He was listened to with 
deep attention, and evidently made a 
marked impression. At the close of 
his address a vote of thanks was 
moved by the Rev. Dr. Ormiston, pas- 
tor of the Collegiate Reformed Church 
in Fifth avenue, which was carried 
unanimously.—Wew York Witness. 

In October, 1879—how time flies !— 
we had the privilege of addressing the 
Monday Preachers’ Meeting of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church at their 
usual place of meeting in the Metho- 
dist Book Concern, 805 Broadway in 
this city. At that time—the commence- 
ment of the Reformed Catholic work 
in New York—we could speak only of 
our hopes and aspirations, and tell 
how our heart burned with zeal for the 
rescue of the people from whom we 
had so recently come out, that they 
might be delivered from the bondage 
of Rome, which every Protestant min- 
ister and every student of the Bible 
knew to be of the most galling kind. 
There were nearly two hundred minis- 
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ters present, and with enthusiastic 
acclaim they bade us Godspeed. 


Here, they said, was a way of reaching 
the Roman Catholics by men who 
were of their own stamp, priests and 
Irishmen who retained the name of 
Catholic as the Creed of the Apostles 
has it, and who preached Christ cruci- 
fied as the only hope of the world, dis- 
carding all the ceremonies, supersti- 
tions and distinctive dogmas of the 
Roman Church. 

This was the beginning. Then in 
the United Presbyterian 
invited 1 address them 
Preachers’ Meeting on our 
methods and work among Roman 
Catholics. We received their hearty 
endorsement, and their encouragement 
has not been in vain. 

Next we were invited to address the 
assemblage of Baptist ministers at 
their Monday morning meeting held at 
No. 9 Murray Street, and we confess 
it was with some trepidation we spoke 


succession 
Pastors 
at their 


Ss to 


before a body of ministers who had 
3eecher, ‘Talmage, Cuyler, Crosby and 
the most famous clergymen of New 
York and Brooklyn as their orators at 
different times in the same year. Last, 


though not least, on the 2nd of Febru- 
ary, this year, we had the privilege of 
addressing the Pastors of the Reformed 
Church at their r in Vesey 
Street: and the best means to be used 
for the conversion of Roman Catholics, 


OMS 


to effectually settle the question of 
Irish immigration and the growth of 
the Roman Church in the United 
States, was laid before them as best we 
could. ‘Their endorsement of our 


work and our method of carrying it 
out was moved by Rev. Dr. Ormiston 
and by the venerable Dr. 
Gordon, and cordially responded to 
by all the ministers present. This en- 
dorsement and hearty Godspeed from 
the representative ministers of the con- 
servative Dutch Reformed Church 
was a sign from that cheered 
our heart and encouraged us to go on 
with greater zeal and harder work in 
the way wherein the Lord our God 


seconded 


heaven 


had led us to labor. 
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We bring together these facts for the 
consolation of our converts, that they 
may know that we are in the household 
of the faith among all God’s people, and 
for the information of friends at a dis- 
tance, and ministers of churches who 
do not know much about us. Some 
time ago a young minister up the Hud- 
son River opposed the proposition 
that a few dollars from the missionary 
collection of his church should be sent 
to us, because he said he had never 
heard of Father O’Connor or the Re- 
formed Catholic movement. We im- 
mediately wrote to the gentleman who 
gave us this information, and requested 
him to tell the young minister to com- 
municate with the Rev. Dr. Ormiston, 
the best known clergyman of his 
Church in this city, and he would 
give him all the information needed 
about us and the Reformed Catholic 
work. 


In all our preaching and writing we 
do not seek the applause of men, or 
curry favor by falling into line with 
the prevailing idea that Romanism is 
good enough for the Irish immigrants 
that are crowding the cities of the 
United States. We know it is not, 
and we boldly say so all the time. We 
have been brought up in the Roman 
system; as a priest we have worked in 
it, and as a Christian who has been de- 
livered from its deceptions we proclaim 
the fact that it is opposed to the Chris- 
tianity that comes to us from the 
teachings of Jesus Christ and his apos- 
This is not “popular” among 
whose religion is mixed with 
money or politics, but it is true never- 
theless. We do not seek to antag- 
onize any class, nor do we aim at 
opposing the fond, foolish leanings of 
those who see nothing but good in the 
influence of the priests over the Irish 
people. We pursue the even tenor of 
our way, and we thank God most 
heartily when the ministers of all de- 
nominations invite us to lay our 
methods of work before them, and 
after hearing us, bid us “ go on in the 
name of the Lord, and his blessing be 
with you.” 


tles. 


those 











Christianity in Ireland; Its Relation to 
the Papacy. 


By A CoNnvERTED IRISH PRIEST. 





There are few facts recorded in his- 
tory which admit of less doubt than 
that Ireland did not receive Christian- 
ity from Rome, that her early church 
was not Roman but evangelical, and 
that Romanism was not the religion of 
the country till the twelfth century. 

This fact is very little adverted to 
by Irishmen, though it involves issues 
of the greatest magnitude to them. 
I believe that on its due consideration 
more than on anything else hangs the 
solution of the problem, shall Ireland 
be once more free, or shall she remain 
forever in her blind spiritual bon- 
dage. The strange delusion, it seems 
to me, which is at the root of Ireland’s 
woes is that Irishmen will not open 
their eyes and see, they will not use 
their intelligence and judge for them- 
selves. The Pope, through his priests, 
says to the Irishman of to-day, “ My 
son, though you had the Word of 
God and ten thousand teachers be- 
sides, heed them not. | alone am 
your spiritual father; I alone have be- 
gotten you in Christ; it is I who 
blessed your apostle Saint Patrick; I 
crowned him with glory and honor: I 
sent him to work miracles among you 
and bring you to the light of the Gos- 
pel of Christ.” 

The God-fearing but too credulous 
Irishman believes all this as gospel 
truth. 
vince him of the startling reality that 
all this is an imposture and falsehood. 
Notwithstanding Rome’s unceasing 
aggressions on Ireland's faith and lib- 
erty for centuries, her teachings were 


But a little inquiry would con- 
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not received by the people till the 
year 1155, when they were imposed on 
them at the point of English bayonets. 
Ireland, as I will prove in the sequel, 
always held Rome in fear and abhor- 
ence. Thus we find her expelling 
Palladius from her shores, because he 
was sent by Rome, while a year or two 
later she opened her arms to receive 
Patrick because he disowned Rome. 
Alas for my country! the mass of the 
Irish people are actuated rather by the 
impulse of feeling than guided by the 
calm counsel of reason. They repine 
at the thought that they are a con- 
quered race, prostrate at the feet of a 
foreign power; but their regret is in- 
consistent, and deserves little sympa- 
thy while they venerate as “infallible” 
that Italian priest who handed them 
over to the tender mercies of that same 
Does not the Irishman who 
believes in the Pope, or even tolerates 
him, while loudly proclaiming his 
patriotism, prove himself illogical, and 
liable to this 


power. 


reproach: “My dear 
friend, the Pope, you know, is infalli- 
ble in all things pertaining to faith and 
morals; but the good government of 
five millions of people must be neces- 
sarily a question connected with both; 
now that infallible Pope has consigned 
you for good government to the care 
of England; therefore you must be in- 
fallibly well provided for.” 

The history of Ireland shows that 
from being mostly Pagan she became 
a Christian nation about the year 432; 
and so deeply did Christianity take 
root in the land and influence the 
minds and hearts of the people that 
for some centuries she was known by 
the appellation of, “ Insula Sanctorum 
et Doctorum "—“ the Island of Saints 
and scholars.” The darkness of.Pagan- 
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ism steadily disappeared before Gospel 
light, and the little Island emerged into 
proud prominence among the nations 
of the earth. 

But alas! all this was destined to be 
reversed when, with the English inva- 
twelfth Roman 


was upon 


sion in the century, 


forced her. 


Catholicism 


Then she relapsed into superstition 


and misery more deplorable than she 


had experienced before her conversion 


to Christianity. 


These statements may seem over- 


drawn, but unbiased history records 
them and demands our 
Indeed th 


must conclude t} 


acceptance of 


them. student of history 


Rome has created 


and nurtured all the miseries of Ire- 


t. 1, 
itogetner. 


land, or reject its te 


Slimony a 
He cannot but see on the surface of 


Irish history that Rome first leagued 


with the invading Danes of Dublin. 
and when they had been expelled in 
1014, afterward induced Henry II. to 


invade poor Ireland. 
We know that the conditions of the 


nefarious compact with Henry 


were 


that he would Romanize the religion 


of the country and secure to the Pope 
an annual rent of one penny from the 
head of each family. 

In the dim light of early history it is 
not easy to establish the facts regard- 
ing the introduction of Christianity 
into Ireland. It is however safe to say 
that the Gospel was preached there 


before Palladius or Patrick. The Ro- 


man Catholic historian Lanigan and 


the Protestant Ware agree on this 


point. (Lani: History, p. 12.) 
A celebrated Roman Catholic writer 
named Prosper states in 
“De Vita Celestini,” 


was orda ine 


his book, 


Palladius 


} 
‘ 


that 
ar 430 by Pope 
Celestine, and sent as first bishop to 


1 in the ye 
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the “ Scots believing in Christ.” Now, 
we know that the Irish at this period 
were called Scots, and it follows that 
the reference is to them. It follows 
also that there were Christians in Ire- 
land before the advent of Palladius 
and that their form of Christianity was 
not Episcopal, as it should be if it were 
Roman, seeing that he was their “first 
That Ireland received the 
light of Christianity from the East, 


bishop.” 


whose churches denied Rome's supre- 
macy, appears from the writings of the 
Roman historians of the period, who 
are loud in condemnation of the Irish 
for not receiving Roman customs, 
while they venerated those of Eastern 
And St. Columbanus said, 
when contending for the Irish custom 
of holding Easter after the manner of 
the Eastern Churches, that “ 
the same which the beloved and blessed 
Evangelist St. John held with all the 
churches he did oversee.” 


origin. 


it was 


It can be 
nowhere shown that Rome exercised 
any spiritual sway over the ancient 


Church of Ireland. She coveted such 


sway. She sent Palladius thither in 
430. But Ireland prized her indepen- 
dence too highly to prostrate herself 


Palladius 
came to Ireland without the consent 
of Ireland, but he quickly quitted her 
shores with her best wishes for his 
eternal And not we 
Irishmen of to-day take courage and 
hope that as the Irish of the fifth cen- 
tury rejected the supremacy of Rome, 
so our countrymen following this glori- 


at the feet of the Pope. 


absence. may 


ous example may rise as one man in 
this nineteenth century, bid the Pope 
and his Italians a hearty adieu, and 
politely but firmly bow them out of the 
Island forever. 


But though the Church of Ireland 
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was wise enough even at this period to 
reject any overtures from Rome, it was 
still in its infancy. Her growth and 
vigor is generally dated from the time 
that Saint Patrick, sent, as we shall 
see, not by Pope or bishop, but guided 
by the divine impulse, undertook his 
mission to the Irish. 

This was Who 
I believe his mis- 
sion was, like that of Paul and Moses, 


an extraordinary one—not of man or 


in the 
commissioned him ? 


year 432. 


by man’s appointment. ‘This we learn 


from his own confessions. ‘There is 
not the semblance of truth in the state- 
ment that he was sent by Pope Celes- 


tine. Dr. Lanigan, a Roman Catholic 
priest, says it is most difficult to prove 
by whom Patrick consecrated 
(Lanig. Ecc. History, chapter 4.) 
Prosper, the panegyrist of Celestine, 
and the recorder of the events of his 
life, who goes most minutely into the 
mission of Palladius, though a failure, 
never alludes to the successful mission 
of Patrick. How can we account for 
this omission if Patrick was sent by 
Celestine to Ireland, and if he was at 
all in communion with Rome ? 

Platina, another historian, who wrote 
the lives of the Popes up to Sixtus 
IV., and records the events of their 
Episcopacy most minutely—even to 
the ordination of a presbyter, takes no 
notice of the consecration of Patrick 
by Celestine or of his mission from 
him to the Irish. Neither does Bede 
make any mention of Patrick’s mission. 
Surely those are unaccountable if Rome 
sent Patrick to Ireland. But all Irish 
writers of credit claim Patrick as the 
chosen one of God and the successful 
Apostle of the land. 

Well do they apply to him the words 
of the Prophet Isaiah, “ Behold my 
servant, whom I uphold; mine elect in 
whom my soul delighteth: I have put 
my Spirit upon him: he shall bring 


was 


forth judgment to the Gentiles.” 
(Isaiah xliii., 1.) 
The best refutation, however, of 


LOY 


Romish claims on Patrick is that sup- 


plied by his own teachings. What- 
ever he taught was essentially evangel- 
ical and contradictory of Romish 
tencts. His doctrine embodied noth- 


ing but Christ crucified. 
monk of the twelfth cent 


¢ 


that he 


Joce}; ne, a 
‘says of him 
perpetually inculcated the ne- 
studying the Holy Scrip- 
We see from his confessions 
was penetrated 
feeling of personal unworthiness 
His clergy 


the marital example set 


Ivy 
ile. 
cessity of 
tures. 

that he with a deep 
ind 
followed 
them by 


self-abasement. 


his father and grandfather, and that 
with his avowed sanction, for we 
find him passing a decree enforcing a 


penaliy against aclergyman’s wife who 
should go abroad unveiled. Never a 
word find in all 
heaven as 
US, hell the 
and earth the 


ibout purgatory dow 
his writings. He regarded 
the reward of the right 
receptac le of the wicke 1, 
passage to either. 
transub- 
mass, for he 
full atonement of the 
fice of Christ, once off 
repeated. He 
immaculate conception of the Virgin 
Mary He would not rob the Sa- 
viour of that peculiar privelege of sin- 
lessness emphatically conferred on him 
by the Scriptures. 

“Oh!” an [rish woman on hear- 
ing all this about Patri k, 


He knew nothing about 
antiation or the 


' 
to the 


+ 


looked 
one sacri- 
red, never to be 
knew nothing of the 


said 
‘what an 
ignorant man yeu would make of our 
blessed saint!” The reply was acorrect 
one, “* Madam, there is sometimes bliss 
in ignorance.” 
St. Patrick was 
novel doctrine 
He died in 
He w: 
without pomp orceremony. | 


other Moses his remains 


ignorant of Rome's 
;, and he was blessed. 
March of the year 465. 
:s buried in an obscure grave 
ike an- 
met with no 
: lifetime, 
worship, but incul- 
cated the necessity of worshipping 
God in spirit and in truth, the one 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to whom be all honor and 
power and glory, now and forever- 
more. AMEN. 


disturbance. He, in 


allowed no relic 
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THE CRUCIFIED JESUS AND THE 
PENITENT THIEF. 


SERMON BY FATHER CHINIQUY. 


(Contributed to Tuk CONVERTED CATHOLIC. ) 


And one of the malefactors which 
were hanged, railed on him, saying: 
If thou be Christ, save thyself and 
us. But the other answering, rebuked 
him saying: Dost thou not fear God, 
seeing thou art in the same condem- 
nation? And we indeed justly, for we 
receive the due reward of our deeds, 
but this man hath done nothing amiss. 
And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remem- 
ber me when thou comest into thy 
kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, 
Verily, I say unto thee, to-day shalt 
thou be with me in Paradise. (Luke, 
Xxill., 39-43.) 

This sublime dialogue, between 
Jesus, dying on the cross, and the 
repenting sinner, is the most touch- 
the 


mission of Jesus Christ upon earth, 


ing summary of the design of 
as it is the measure of the unlimited 
that 
ought to place in the mercy of the 
Saviour, A 


confidence the penitent sinner 


tew reflections upon 
what passed and was said upon 
these two crosses, are sufficient to 


enable us to comprehend the injury 
that 
Virgin Mary, and to the Gospel, in her 


the Church of Rome does to the 


efforts to turn the thoughts and the 
hearts of sinners towards Mary, as the 
most solid foundation of their salva- 
tion. 

During this dialogue between the 
Saviour and the penitent thief, St. 
John tells us 


foot of the cross: then we can believe 


that Mary was at the 


that she knew what was passing there. 
And how she must have felt her heart 
thrill with joy, in spite of her bitter 
grief, when she heard with what loving 
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kindness Jesus said to the companion 
of his sufferings, “To-day shalt thou 
be with me in Paradise.” 

No doubt the faith and conversion 
of the thief were infinitely pleasing to 
the holy mother of Jesus, and brought, 
for a moment, a happy diversion from 
her sorrows. 

The spectacle which is presented to 
us upon Calvary is one of such sub- 
limity and grandeur, that we will never 
While 
our thoughts go towards Jesus and the 
penitent thief, and in the stillness of 


be able worthily to describe it. 


reflection and meditation we call to re- 
membrance the words these two suf- 
ferers on the cross interchanged, we 
feel ourselves penetrated by such a 
sentiment of love and confidence in 
the Saviour that we can no longer 
speak to him but with tears. We feel 
that to distrust Jesus, or doubt his 
love and mercy for sinners, is one 
of the greatest crimes of which man 
can be guilty. 

But let us suppose that the penitent 
thief, instead ot addressing the cruci- 
fied Jesus, and turning all the thoughts 
and affections of his heart towards the 
Saviour of the world, had turned his 
thoughts and hopes towards Mary, 
as the Roman Church advises all sin- 
ners, and especially dying sinners to 
do—suppose the penitent thief instead 
of saying to Jesus “Remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom,” 
had said what all the Popes, Bishops 
and Priests of put into the 
mouths of sinners, ‘ Lord Jesus, I have 


Rome 


been so wicked that I do not deserve 
to speak to you nor to be heard by you. 
But, behold your mother! Her tender 
heart must naturally be more feeling 
and compassionate than yours; she, 
then, will listen to me better than you 
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will; she will be more easily touched 
with pity for my unfortunate lot than 
you. Do not take it amiss, then, that 
I should address myself to her, in 
preference to you, in order to get help 
in the miseries that oppress me. I 
dare not speak to you myself, for you 
are the Holy of Holies, and I am a 
miserable sinner. But I will speak to 
you through your mother; she wil! 
demand from 


you grace and mercy 
forme. A good son refuses nothing 
to his mother! You cannot, there- 


fore, refuse what she will ask of you 
for me, for she has an authority over 
The 


favor you would refuse to a criminal 


you that you cannot disown. 
like me will be easily granted to her 
to whom you cannot refuse anything. 
You are come into the world I know, 
armed with the inexorable justice of 
your Father to punish the guilty. But 
while God the Father has given you 
the mission of justice and chastise- 
ment, he has given your mother the 
mission of mercy and pardon. I know 
that without Mary I am lost; for she 
is the gate of heaven, the refuge of 
sinners. My chosen advocate is your 
mother: I fear nothing, for I know 
you can refuse her nothing.” 

We ask all men to whom God has 
given a spark of Christian intelligence, 
would such language in the mouth of 
Would 
it have pleased and honored the Vir- 
gin Mary? In one word, would it 
have obtained from the Saviour 


the thief have been suitable? 


this 
“To-day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise ?” 

Roman 


answer: 


Catholics who read these 
lines, do you not understand that each 
of these words, if they had 
spoken by the thief on the cross, would 


have been blasphemy—an outrage on 


been 
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the 


now, without 


Christ, and an insult to 


Virgin Mary? 


Jesus 
But see 
any exaggeration, the sentiments with 
which your Roman Church wishes to 
inspire you! You know that these are 
the very words which she makes you 
learn by heart, that she makes you 
read in all your books, and that she 
announces to you by her priests, in 
order that you should address them to 
Jesus Christ! 

Let us go on and suppose that after 
this language was addressed to Jesus 
upon the cross, the thief, speaking to 
the Virgin Mary had said to her: “O 
Mary, the refuge of 


g sinners, you are 
the only foundation of my hope, and 
my faith; you are the gate of heaven, 
the the afflicted, 


salvation of It is through 


consolation of the 
sinners! 
you a/one that all the grace and bless- 
ings of heaven descend upon the earth! 
itis by you a/one that all errors, heresies 
and sins are destroyed in the world! 
While 


mission to cause the inexorable justice 


your son Jesus has for his 
of the Father to reign in the world, 
All 


those who put their confidence in you, 


it is your part to execute mercy. 
and invoke the all-powerful aid of 
be 
arms of your. son are always raised to 
the 


yours, I know, to prevent his avenging 


your prayers, will saved! The 


punish and crush sinner; it is 


arm from striking. I see that your 
ve; I feel that I 
wrath; be pleased 


Mary, to appe 


son is angry with 1 


have deserved his 
then, O 
ask of 


him, and 
for I 
so guilty that he will not listen to me 
if I speak to him! 
hands, I 


ase 


him grace for me; am 


| put my salvation 
in your make myself your 
child, your servant, your slave. Re- 
gard me with compassion, since I de- 


plore my sins. Cause him to remeni- 
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ber you are his mother, and by that 
title you have full authority over him. 
O, Mary, my hope and refuge, I throw 
myself in your arms; save me!” 

Once more, we ask our brethren of 
the Roman Church, would not each of 
these words in the mouth of the thief 
on the cross have been blasphemous 
against Christ, would they not have 
been an insult to the Virgin Mary? 

Would the humble Mary at the foot 
of Calvary have received with pleasure 
these insipid praises? Would she have 
felt herself honored by these sacrilegi- 
ous prayers which the Roman Catholics 
No, a thousand 
the blessed 
Virgin at the foot of Calvary, while 
the blood of the Victim was 
falling drop by drop from the cross, 


repeat every day? 


times no! Never would 


great 


have consented to have heard herself 
called the salvation of the world, the 
hope of sinners, the gate of heaven; 
she would have repelled with horror 
She would 
have replied to the thief: “ Ah! wretch, 


these words of blasphemy. 


so near him who atones for the sins of 
the world covered with his blood, a 


witness of 


his patience, of his mild- 


ness, and of his love even to his 
murderers, how can you doubt his 
pity for you? If I am his mother 


according to the flesh, he is my God 
and my Saviour as well as yours. 
You do not know then, that it was 
to seek and to save sinners that he de- 
scended from heaven; that it is for sin- 
ners that his body is broken, his head 
hands 


and his feet pierced by the nails, and 


lacerated by the thorns, his 
that it is from love for sinners that his 
blood is flowing, and that he will soon 
expire! He has spent his life in calling 
himself. 


sinners to To the greatest 


among them he said: ‘ Come unto me, 
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and you shall be consoled and par- 
doned.’ His wish was to be with sin- 
ners, he was called the friend of sin- 
ners. Do not fear, then, to speak 
to him, for he is your most sincere 
friend; see the marks of mildness and 
that shine through the blood 
which covers his face. 


love 
It is he alone 
who is the salvation of the world, the 
refuge of sinners, the gate of heaven. 
It is on his name alone we must call in 
order to be saved. Your want of faith 
in his mercy and love for you causes 
him more suffering than the nails which 
pierced his hands and feet. In order 
to obtain the grace and pardon you 
need, address yourself to Aim, and to 
him alone, for he only is your true 
friend, your brother, full of affection, 
full of love, and your merciful Saviour. 
Speak to him, then, yourself, and go 
hear from his mouth the sentence of 
pardon which is already written in his 
heart! But cease to insult him, and 
to insult me thus, by thinking that I 
can love you more than he loves you, 
and that I can be more compassionate 
towards you than he is himself!” 

Let 
still in the bonds of Romish supersti- 
tion be deceived by the idea, that that 
which would have been unsuitable and 
blasphemous in the mouth of the pen- 


not our dear brethren who are 


itent thief, is altogether suitable and 
Christian to-day 
heaven. 


when Jesus is in 
For our Lord, although in 
heaven, is as near to every sinner to 
hear and pardon him, as he was to the 
thief on the cross; his ear is no farther 
distant from the heart of the sinner 
who, to-day, asks mercy from him, 
than it was from the crucified thief; 
his heart is not less kind and compas- 
sionate to-day than it was at the day 
of his death; poor sinners are not less 

















dear to him to-day than they were 
then. And he has no more need now 
than then to be, as it were, forced by 
his mother to pardon 
thief. 

The penitent thief had no need of 
an intercessor to touch 
Jesus. 


the penitent 


the heart of 
Although the mother of the 
Saviour was there present, he had not 
even a thought of addressing her. He 
understood that Jesus was his friend, 
his Saviour, his brother and his God; 
and he did not deceive himself. He put 
in Jesus, and Jesus alone, all his hope, 
and he was not disappointed. He 
spoke boldly to Jesus as one speaks to 
a friend, to a dear brother, and he did 
well; for it was thus, as it is still thus, 
that Jesus wishes that we should speak 
to him. 

And to assert that Jesus has more 
need to-day than he had then to be 
urged and roused or appeased by his 
mother, in order to hear from sinners 
who desire to return to him, would be 
a childish absurdity, if not an awful 
blasphemy. 

When God in his great mercy opens 
the eyes of a Roman Catholic to the 
errors of his Church, the first senti- 
ment he experiences is one of unspeak- 
able joy for the favor he has received. 
But the second thing that strikes his 
nind and heart is a feeling of aston- 
ishment at the facility with which he 
had received and believed, as incon- 
testible truths, errors and superstitions 
the most palpable and anti-Christian. 

Now the error which is dearest and 
most deep-rooted in the heart of a 
Roman Catholic is, that the shortest 
and surest way to be heard by Jesus 
Christ, and to draw upon us a look of 
his mercy, is, not to speak to him 
directly ourselves, but to get some of 
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the saints in heaven that we believe 
are most dear to his heart to speak to 
him on our behalf. In order to sup- 
port this error all the modern theo- 
logians of the Church of Rome assure 
us that it is quite natural that Jesus 
should listen with more pleasure to the 
voice of one of the elect in heaven, 
than to that of a sinner, such as we 
are. The Church of Rome then as- 
sures us that the saints in heaven, 
when I address them, will hear me 
with more pleasure, facility, readiness, 
mercy and Jesus Christ 
would do. 


For if the Church of Rome, return- 


love than 


ing to the evangelical truth, which 
she has so long forgotten, should say 
to the sinner: “There is no saint 
in heaven who loves you as much as 
Jesus does; there is no ear so at- 
tentive as his to the voice of our re- 
pentance; there is not in heaven a 
mind or a heart more easily or more 
mercifully touched with compassion 
for all our miseries than the soul of 
Jesus Christ; there is not a person in 
heaven who can have so much pleasure 
in hearing himself invoked, and in 
seeing himself approached by the pen- 
itent sinner as Jesus; the people 
would put all their confidence in Jesus, 
and in Jesus alone, and would address 
him as the Gospel directs. 

In short, would it not be the height 
of folly in any case to go to any one 
but Jesus to obtain heavenly favors? 

If the Church of Rome, instead of 
wandering away into foolish and vain 
traditions, would keep to the word of 
God, she would say with St. Paul: 
“And I count all things but loss, for 
the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus, my Lord; for whom | 


have suffered the loss of all things.” 
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(Phil. i., 8.) If, laying aside the de- 
plorable sophisms which form the basis 
of her worship of the saints, the Church 


of Rome would hold the language of 


Evangelical Truth, her people every- 
where would know that in Jesus and in 
Jesus alone they have all the treasures 
of mercy, of love, and of the power 
of God; their thoughts, their hearts, 
and their hopes would turn towards 
Jesus and Jesus alone; they would 
know then that the power, the mercy 
and the compassion of Jesus are always 
active, always efficacious, and always 
at the service of the penitent sinner. 
Her people would know, at the same 
time, that these treasures of the mercy 
of the Saviour, who is both God and 
man, are monopolized by nobody; that 
they are not the property of any saints 
in particular, but that they are the 
treasures of every sinner who has lib- 
erty to draw therefrom according to 
his repentance, love and faith. 

“ Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
in my name,” said Jesus Christ, “shall 
be given you.” After such a declara- 
tion from the very lips of the Saviour, 
how can we believe that it is necessary 
for one to address the saints to propi- 
tiate him? 

For, why should Jesus Christ, in 
heaven, be less ready to listen to me 
and pity me, than St. Peter, St. Paul, 
St. Mary or any other- saint, to whom 
Can 
the humanity of St. Peter, St. Paul or 


I might wish to address myself, 


St. Mary be more perfect than the hu- 
manity of Jesus Christ? Why should 
this be? And find 
reason for such a monstrous doctrine? 


where shall we 


Rome 
does, that the saints being nothing 


To assert, as the Church of 


above us by nature, and having been 
sinners like us, know better our mis- 
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eries, and ought to sympathize with us 
more than Jesus Christ, because he is 
incapable of sin, is to deny the hu- 
manity as well as the divinity of the 
Saviour, and to deny the Gospel which 
teaches us that Jesus has not only 
known and understood all our miseries 
infinitely better than all the saints, but 
has also paid, even to the last farthing, 
the debt of our sins, and washed them 
away in his blood. 

How could Jesus have been able to 
bear our sins upon himself, how could 
he have charged himself with our in- 
iquities and paid all that was due to 
the justice of God, without knowing 
them perfectly, without comprehend- 
ing their number, their nature, and 
their malignity? But above all, how 
could the Saviour of the world have 
undertaken to pay the debt of our in- 
iquities, if these iniquities had not 
excited in his mind a degree of sym- 
pathy, of compassion, and of love, of 
which all the saints together are inca- 
pable? 

Once more, let us forget, for a mo- 
ment, that Jesus Christ is God; let us 
suppose that he is only a man, and let 
us fix our thoughts on this human per- 
We ask, can we find in the Sacred 
Scriptures a single expression which 
would lead us to think that, as a man, 


son. 


Jesus is less kind, less patient, or less 
merciful towards us, than St. Peter, 
St. Paul or St. Mary? And, moreover, 
in order that I may address myself to 
one saint in preference to another, | 
must have reason to believe that this 
saint will be more favorable to me 
than the other would be. To address 
myself to St. Mary, for example, in 
preference to Jesus, and to ask this 
woman, blessed among all women, to 
speak for me to Jesus Christ, I must be- 
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lieve that she will hear and answer me 
more surely and more quickly ¢Aan he. 
For, from the moment I believed that 
Jesus would be more favorable to me, 
and more compassionate to my miser- 
ies, than Mary or any other saint, | 
would go to Jesus. Nothing more 
simpJe and more natural, and for this 
very reason, nothing more powerful 
than this argument. Well, plain good 
sense as well as the Gospel tells me 
that if Jesus were only a man in heaven, 
he would be there, as he was upon 
earth, the most compassionate, the 
most loving, the most charitable, the 
most influential of holy men. And, 
consequently (always supposing that 
he is only a man), even then I would 
address only him in my prayers. It is in 
this man Jesus that I ought to put my 
greatest confidence; it is from this man 
Jesus that I should expect the prompt- 
est aid; it is to this man Jesus that I 
ought to speak with most faith and 
pleasure. 

And the most ignorant, as well as 
the most learned, of my brethren of 
the Church of Rome, will be forced to 
confess that Iam acting wisely. ‘They 
could not but confess that those who 
put their trust in saints, less kind, less 
influential, less merciful than my saint 
protector and friend, Jesus, would, to 
say the least of it, be deficient in wis- 
dom. 

But would any one dare to say that 
the holy humanity of Jesus has lost 
any of its love, its mercy, its influence, 
or its kindness towards the sinner, by 
its perfect union with his divinity? 

No! It is impossible that any Ro- 
man Catholic would dare, designedly, 
to utter a word so wicked and sense- 
less, 

Well, it is, nevertheless, what all 


115 


Roman Catholics unconsciously do 
and say, each time they shrink from 
speaking to Jesus Christ, under the 
pretext that he will not hear them, 
because of their sins, and when they 
address the saints whom they believe 
If it is 
possible that man in heaven loves us 


to be more ready to hear! 


and hears us with pleasure, it is still 
more possible and more certain that 
the God man will 
pleasure, and answer us in his infinite 
mercy. 


listen to us with 


It is then inconceivable folly to leave 
the God man, to shrink from speaking 
to the God man and to distrust the Ged 
man, in order to address a man and to 
put all our hope in a mere man! 

But this folly becomes an inexcusa- 
ble crime, an abomination, an act of 
idolatry, when this God man has de- 
scended from heaven, to tell us him- 
self that he is our friend, our brother, 
our Saviour, our advocate, our a//, our 
God infinitely good, infinitely merciful, 
and infinitely kind. 

Father Chiniquy is now 76 years 
old. He was a Roman Catholic priest 
for 25 years; it is 26 years since he 
renounced the Roman Catholic faith, 
and all those years he has been a 


faithful preacher of the Gospel of 
Christ. The foregoing sermon is a 


specimen of his fervid eloquence and 
incisive logic. ‘The record of his life 
and experience is told in his new book, 
“Firry YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF 
RoE,” a large volume of 700 pages, 
price $5.00, which can be had by ad- 
dressing, Rev. Charles Chiniquy, St. 
Anne, Kankakee Co., Illinois. 

The readers of this beautiful sermon 
will further advance the movement for 
the conversion of Roman Catholics by 
taking regularly the CONVERTED CATH- 
OLic, a Monthly publication, price 
$1.00 a year, edited by Father O’Con- 
nor, No, 60 Bible House, New York. 
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Romanism in Politics. 


ABSTRACT OF SERMON By Rev. J. D. 
Fuctron, D.D. 





Again, the devil taketh him up into an ex- 
ceeding high mountain, and showeth him all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them; and saith unto him, All these things 
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me.—MATTHEW iv., 8, 9. 

The effort to cause truth to lower 
its flag to error, by purchase, began 
with the race and will continue to the 
end of time. It found in Eden a vic- 
tory when Eve surrendered, and in the 
wilderness a defeat when Christ said: 
“Get thee hence, Satan, for it is writ- 
ten, thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.” Then was the proverb illus- 
trated, “ The highway of the upright 
is to depart from evil, he that keepeth 
his way preserveth his soul,” for Christ, 
with the ripest strength, and in the 
strongest and sturdiest way had re- 
sisted error and 
truth. 

It is in the air that there has beena 
sale of the truth. 


championed the 


About this there is 
great sensitiveness. Men of position 
stoutly deny that there is anything of 
the kind. 


and persistent effort was made to di- 


They admit that a strong 


vide the Roman Catholic vote, but 
they deny that there was a surrender 
of principle, or the promise or pledge 
to do anything to advance the welfare 
of the Roman See inconsistent with 
the highest interests of the Republic. 
The wise man said, “The hope of the 
righteous shall be gladness, but the ex- 
pectations of the wicked shall perish.” 
(Prov. x., 28.) 


An eminent Republi- 
can admits that the party distinguished 
in the past as the party of moral ideas; 


as the party that carried the country 
through a war in which the chains of 
four millions of slaves were melted by 
the heat of sectional strife; a party 
pledged in its young manhood to tem- 
perance, to righteousness and to jus- 
tice; a party that despite the influence 
of Rum, which was against freedom ; 
despite Romanism, which recognized 
the Southern Confederacy; despite 
Romanism which filled New York with 
riot, tore down the Colored Orphan 
Asylum and trampled out the young 
life of helpless children; a party which 
fought Rebellion in the North and in 
the South; a distinguished Republican 
declares that the party of freedom was 
beaten, because an honored minister of 
Christ declared: ““We are Republi- 
cans, and don’t propose to leave our 
party and identify ourselves with the 
party whose antecedents have been 
Rum, Romanism and Rebellion.” 

All through the Presidential contest 
it became popular to speak of the 
Roman Catholic Church as one of the 
Evangelical denominations, though 
it substituted Mary for Christ, and 
by the doctrine of Purgatory did away 
with eternal punishment; though it 
opposed the reading of the Bible in 
the Public Schools and sought to take 
the deeds for all their church property 
out of the hands of trustees, where our 
laws place them, and transfer them to 
the hands of the bishop of the diocese, 
so that the people shall lose all power 
of control; though it is admitted that 
the Roman Catholic Church is opposed 
to liberty of conscience, and has de- 
clared again and again that if they 
ever get the numerical majority into 
their hands religious liberty shall be 
slain; yet millions of so-called Repub- 
licans acquiesced in giving a welcome 
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to Roman Catholic support at the cost 
of freedom of speech, and endeavored 
to carry on the great campaign on the 
principle of suppression. 

In the light of what has occurred it 
will be difficult to prove that Roman- 
ism has not been playing a desperate 
game. Can we wonder at it? 

The stakes to be won in case of 
victory are so great that the mind fails 
to comprehend them, and the pen is 
utterly unable to describe them. It is 
not for a church or a town or a state, 
but for a continent she plays. Never 
in the history of the world since Christ 
hurled back Satan's offer have there 
been such interests at jeopardy. It is 
not the first time that the goal has 
seemed to be just within the grasp 
of Rome. Columbus planted the cross 
on the shores of the Western World, 
and claimed this entire land for the 
religion of the Pope. Others followed 
him, and they tried to take possession. 
In the fight that followed wrongs were 
inflicted on the natives of America, 
which yet cry out to heaven for ven- 
geance, and if they are ever read in 
Mexico and Peru will open the eyes 
of the present generation to the iniqui- 
ties of the past and to the blessings 
within the reach of all who accept 
of an offer of salvation through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Fora time it looked 
as if the shadow of the 
to rest on all this fair land. 
Jesuits had a clear field. No one was 
in the way of their coercing and cajol- 
ing helpless Indians, whom they could 
work or ruin as they chose. 


crosier was 
Here the 


Is there no hope for the people of 
this Western World? Yes, in 1680 the 
prow of a vessel laden with persecuted 
and praying Puritans grinds on the 


sands of Plymouth Bay. They disem- 
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bark and bend the knee in prayer. 
What sought they thus afar? They 
hardly It was partly safety, 
partly they came because they must, 
and partly as 


knew. 
goes the song, they 
sought in a forest sanctuary, “ Free- 
dom to Worship God.” 

No one heeded them. A half cen- 
tury passes. Louis XIV., uniting under 
his sceptre the empires of Francis I., 
of France and Charles V. of Spain, 
extended his empire over the Nether- 
lands, Sardinia, Sicily, Naples, Milan 
and other possessions in Italy; over 
the Philippines and Manilla Islands in 
Asia, over the greater part of Southern 
and Central America, California and 
Florida. It looked again as though 
Rome was to be master not only of 
Europe but of America. 

All know that freedom found a hope 
in Protestantism and a grave wherever 
Romanism ruled supreme. 
clared ‘ 


France de- 
‘America shall be Catholic.” 
So said the Pope; thus spoke Mont- 
calm; for this the Jesuit labored every- 
where in the thronged city and in 
the solitudes of the forest, amid the 
haunts of civilization and by the cabin 
and tent fires of the red man. Soldiers 
who invoked the Virgin and adored 
the wafer, gave battle to the power 
of Britain on the waters of Champlain 
and far away on the banks of the 
Ohio. French forts belted the homes 
of Englishmen, while they extended 
along the table-lands of Mexico, over- 
looked the mines of Peru, reached the 
broad plains of the Amazon and La 
Plata. Northward, from 
pole to pole, from ocean to ocean, 
their 


southward, 
missionaries extended the do- 
minion of the Pope, until in the New 
World none disowned his sceptre, save 
a few red brethren in the woods, and a 
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few white brethren along the shore. 
The dominion of 
universal. Shall 
says the Pope. 


Rome seemed 

it stand? It shall, 
What says that Being 

the of the 
heavens, and whose rule extendeth over 
all? Listen—A battle is fought in the 
plains of India by Clive, and French 


who sitteth on circuit 


dominion is overthrown and English 
dominion is established. In one hour 
the deed was done. ‘Thus did Jehovah 
smite the scarlet hand stretched out to 
the Eastern hemisphere. No 
longer could Rome burn heretics in 
India, for England henceforth holds 
the reins of government, and where 
the tread of the English lion is felt 
there is God. 
Come back 15,000 miles and enter the 


grasp 


freedom to worship 


Prussian territory. It was in the 
month of August, 1776, the seven 
years’ war commenced. At last the 


battle of Leuthen was fought, and 
from that eventful period dates the 
ascendancy of the Protestant element. 
In 1759 James Wolfe received the 
command of the expedition of Quebec. 
The words “ They fly, they fly,” told 
that the power of Rome was broken 
in America. The French flag seen on 
the shores of the St. Lawrence and the 
with its 
shadow the rich prairies of the West, 


great lakes which covered 
and the whole wide and beautiful valley 
of the Mississippi from the Falls of 
St. Anthony to the Gulf of Mexico, 
and which, by reason of French dom- 
inion, was the land of the priest and 
the crucifix, was lowered, 


and in its 
stead flamed the banner of Judah's 
Lion, which consecrated this broad 


land to freedom. After this came the 
struggle in the colonies for independ- 
ence. Out of this conflict came reli- 


gious freedom and its attendant bless- 
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ings. For a time there was peace. 
Romanists came to this land, their chil- 
dren became educated, liberalized and 
disenthralled from the errors of Rome; 
millions passed into other communions 
and became good American citizens. 
Then Rome began the attack on our 
school system, and for peace’s sake a 
surrender was made. ‘The Bible was 
taken out of our public schools, and 
they were permitted to become godless 
to please this foreign foe. 

Rome declared, what we cannot do 
by persecution, we will attempt by 
emigration and legislation. Into the 
lap of the Mississippi Valley and all 
over this broad land Rome sent her 
papal emissaries. They came as schol- 
ars, as lecturers, as gentlemen of cult- 
ure and ladies of gentility and fashion 
quite as much as in working men 
for our canals and railroads, and 
women for our kitchens and shops. 
There was no disguise. The Duke of 
Richmond, formerly Governor of the 
Canadas, said in a speech at Montreal: 
“ The Government of the United States 
ought not to stand, and it will not 
stand; but it will be destroyed by 
subversion and not by conquest. The 
plan is this, to send over the surplus 
population of Europe. ‘They will go 
over with foreign views and feelings, 
and will form a heterogeneous mass, 
and in the of time will be 
prepared to ruin and subvert the gov- 
ernment. The Church of Rome,” he 
says, “ has a design upon this country. 
Popery will in time be the established 
religion, and will aid in the destruction 
of the Republic.” 

Said Judge Haliburton of Nova 
Scotia: “ The Roman Catholic Church 
gains constantly by 


course 


emigration, by 
natural increase by intermarriages, by 
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adoption and by conversion. With 
their exclusive views of salvation, as 
soon as this becomes a Catholic country 
the Catholic religion shall be estab- 
lished by law,” and then 
freedom is at an end. 

The seen by Archbishop 
Hughes, had apparently arrived when 
he bade Irishmen to bide their time, 
saying: “ Year by year the Irish are 
becoming more and 


religious 


time, 


more powerful 
in America. At length the propitious 
time will come—some accidental sud- 
den collision, and a Presidential cam- 
paign at hand, we will use then the 
very profligacy of the politicians for 
our purpose. They will want to buy 
the Irish vote, and we will tell them 
how they can buy it in a lump from 
Maine to California.” 

The press, under the control of Rome, 
was doing its utmost. Had the Pope 
the power in America, which he once 
had in Italy, he could not have had 
things more his own way. 
as if what Pio Nono was true, 
and that the only country in the world 


It seemed 
said 


where the Pope was really Pope is 
the United States of America. No 
one opposed the machinations of the 
life-long enemies of liberty. Usually 
to be forewarned is to be forearmed. 
Now to be forewarned is to be un- 
armed, though liberty of conscience 
was described as a pestilential error, 
and unbridled liberty of opinion as 
that most to be 
dreaded in the state; though religious 
liberty was assailed because it 
hostile to the 


pest of all others 
was 
very fundamental ele- 
ment of the Papacy and of civil de- 
spotisms in general, the watchman 
on the walls of liberty refused to give 
the alarm at the approach of danger. 


Religion — the religion of Jesus 
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Christ is a necessity. In the Gospel 
lie the germs of our country’s hope. 
‘There are ideas which are more power- 
ful and to despotism more destructive 
than dynamite, in that message of sal- 
vation which draws men to Christ and 
organizes churches of 
Christ, where the majority rule and 


them into 
where the rights of the minority are 
respected. It is this spirit and this 
truth which has given to our Republic 
Titanic force, and makes a Millennial 
Republic composed of separate repub- 
lics, as this Republic is composed of 
separate States, a possibility. It is this 
which compels men to be loyal to the 
truth that error may not gain the mas- 
tery. 
‘* There’s a warfare where none but the mor- 
ally brave 
Stand nobly and firmly their country to save: 
"Tis the war of opinion, where few can be 
found, 
On the mountain of principle guarding the 
ground, 
With vigilant eyes ever watching the foes 
Who are prowling around them, and aiming 
their blows.” 


It is foolish as it is unnecessary to 
placate error or compromise with the 
enemies of truth. God is the author 
When Ephraim spoke 
trembling he exalted himself; when he 
offended in Baal he died. sell 
truth for the favor of the enemies of 
God, whether it is done by an indi- 
vidual, a church or a nation, is treason 


of prosperity. 


To 


to the higher life. They that stand 
with God live with the ages. If it be 
true that Daniel and Paul are parts of 
the world’s capital, because they were 
true, it is equally sure that others, who 
shall be true, shall enter into the fel- 
lowship with Jesus Christ and become 
heirs of God to an inheritance which 
is uncorruptible and undefiled. 
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the wicked man 
his 


God says, “ When 
turneth away from wickedness, 
that he hath and doeth that 
which is lawful and right, he shall save 
his soul 


done, 
alive.” If Republicans ever 
expect to regain what they have lost, 
there must be a return to righteousness. 
The way to prosperity and to success 
is open before us. Not by denounc- 
ing Romanists, nor by sanctioning 
Romanism, but by declaring that in 
this free land we are to see great pro- 
gress among al! classes; that error need 
not be if truth is left free to 
combat it; that we are to carry forward 


feared 


national interests with and by the help 
of Romanists as well as everybody else, 
and that in this emergency we need a 
leader true to God, true to country, 
and true to all the interests of all the 
people on this broad continent. 

Let us say then, and rejoice because 
of it: 


‘** Freedom spreads her downy wings 
Over all created things: 
Glory to the King of kings! 
Bring the heart before his throne— 
Worship him and him alone, 
He’s the only king we own, 


And he has made us free.”’ 


The hopeful side is found in the 
fact, that there are millions in this land 
who are true toGod. Public opinion is 
all potent. Let Congress be filled with 
men of views broad enough to take 
just measurements of our magnificent 
opportunities and of our duty, and 
there will be no peril which we cannot 
meet and overcome. It is possible 
that the depression which will come to 
our manufacturing interests will cause 
us to cultivate new relations with the 
peoples of South America and the 
islands adjacent to us as a nation, 


where a trade with England is proving 
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so remunerative, and in which we can 
be at least competitors, if not controll- 
ing factors. The statistics brought out 
in connection with the New Orleans 
exhibition are worthy of study, and 
will yet stimulate enterprise. 

There are some things no man can 
afford to do. Daniel would have lost 
the of the if he had 
pulled down the shutters or closed the 
window when forbidden to worship 
God in Babylon. His enemies hated 
him when the law was made as much 
as they could have hated him after- 
wards. He was onthe road to a good 
night’s rest among the lions, because 
he walked with God and 
The lions were in training to 
give him welcome, ward and care. 
The temperance vote could have been 
saved if Republicans had served their 
God with half the zeal they served 
King Alcohol, and he would not have 


respect world 


was not 
afraid. 


left them naked among their enemies. 

Israel, when he surrendered to Baal, 
lost; when he stood true to God, went 
on from strength to strength. This 
nation is not going to sell out to rum, 
and the time has come thus to declare. 

In free America a man cannot be a 
true American, when his opinions faith- 
fully expressed shall cause him to 
tremble. It may be his duty to die for 
truth’s sake. It never can be his duty 
to live at the cost of its betrayal. 

This nation intends to be free. The 
people believe in honest speech, and 
will not consent again to walk with the 
bated breaths as travellers walk the 
paths of Mount St. Bernard with 
hushed voice and silent tread lest the 
echoes, born of indiscretion, climb the 
mountain, topple off the snowflake and 
bring down the avalanche. 


Like the man who went to hear 
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Whitfield preach, and who was rolling 
in the sand and shouting “ glory,” be- 
cause he thought he heard the melli- 
luous tones of the great preacher, was 
sreatly surprised when he learned to 
his disgust that it was not Whitfield 
but his friend and neighbor, one-eyed 
Smith, who was holding forth. Be- 
comimg conscious of this, and rising 
ind dusting off his clothes, he ex- 
claimed, “There, I got all dirty for noth- 
ing.” So now mensee that when they 
were intolerant of the truth, and were 
tolerant of error, they made their life 
mistake, and rolled in 


the mud and 


mire of contempt for naught. Error 
has sold them out, and truth would 
iave saved them. Let us make of the 


truth. Let us be not afraid of the 


onsequences, 

Paris 
there is an aviary where the eagles are 
reared. 


In the Zoological Gardens of 
Over the tops of the highest 
trees is a net work of wire, so small it 
cannot be seen, so strong it cannot be 
broken. The old 


it, refuse to use their wings in 


eagles, knowing 
abou 
flight. The young eagles seck to pass 
> ¢ : = 
through into the blue ether beyond. 
t=) d 


In doing so they strike the wire and 


ire beaten back. They become dis- 
couraged and dispirited like their 
parents. 

There is no wire over our forest 


sanctuary but an open way to go and 
meet the sun. 

The rule of repression is not Ameri- 
truth, and 
bolstering up a lie is poor business 
and 


can. Shutting down on 


now always. Strong, 


sturdy, 
Let 


The theory 


manly speech is always in order. 
is have it more and more. 
that we are to live for the whole world 
will compel us to live wisely at home. 


If we are to invite nations to adopt 
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liberal forms of government, we must 
show them, that liberty is in no danger 
of becoming license, and that between 
a system that thinks only of self, anda 
system that thinks of God's glory and 
man’s good, there is a disparity meas- 
ured only by the distance between 
heaven and hell. ‘This land has been 
sown by the winnowed seed of the 
centuries, and it becomes us not to be 
satisfied with a harvest that is not cal- 
culated to help mankind. 

The nec essity for the exercise of 
supreme faith in God's Almightiness 
increases with our responsibility. Pre- 
judice must give way to principle, big- 
otry to loyalty, and the narrowness of 
sectarian hate to the wideness of patri- 
otic devotion. It is essential that the 
nation somehow shall promote God’s 
and the 


glory world’s good, or there 


shall be no high aim, no- grand 


endeavor, 

‘The trust committed to the freedom- 
loving people of this land is simply 
banner Is recog- 


Qur 


awe-inspiring. Our 
nized as the ensign ot liberty. 
political life is permeating the vast 
While at 
ballot bex all votes weigh alike, 


realm of 
the 


we ought to remember that life tells 


human thought. 


upon destiny, that the hope of the 


righteous shall be gladness, but the 
expectation of the wicked shall perish. 


Hence we owe it to humanity to be 


loyal to God and true to man, Let us 
stand with the Lord Jesus and re- 
fuse to sell our truth. Let us be full 


of large enthusiasm for all who need 
us, and then may we hope to live in 
conformity with God's purposes and 
our own highest good, and the out- 
come of our religious life shall result 
in giving a new opportunity to the 
brotherhood of man, 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL McCLOSKEY. 


Second Series, 
LETTER IIL. 
New York, February 24th, 1885. 
SIR: 

Monastic vows of poverty, chastity and obedience have recently come before 
the public in a new manner. ‘Two young ministers of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this city have formally taken those vows, “for the purpose of doing 
Christian work among the godless thousands and tens of thousands who crowd 
the tenement houses in New York.”’ They have established a branch of the 
“ Order of the Holy Cross,” and have put on a regular monastic garb, cassock, 
girdle, cap, etc. They have not donned the rosary or beads, like the monks of 
your Church, but evidently they court the publicity that a full monastic dress 
is sure to give. 

It is outside the line of my duty to pass any criticism on this act. But it 
may well be asked whether those gentlemen could not discharge all the duties 
of a Christian minister—preaching the Gospel, visiting the sick, caring for the 
poor, rescuing the perishing, helping the unfortunate, and doing the work of 
our divine Master among sinful men—without calling all the world to witness 
that they would never marry, never possess any property, and be ever obedient 
to the superior of their Order. It must be assumed that those young men be- 
lieved they could not do their work so thoroughly without these vows, and that 
special grace would be given them to resist the temptations of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. ‘The history of the Christian Church shows that it Is a 
delusion and a snare to imagine that entrance into a community where such 
vows are taken gives strength or grace to any one to labor more efficiently in 
the ranks of the soldiers of Christ. 

Passing by my own experience of monks and members of what are 
called “the religious orders”—Jesuits, Dominicans, Franciscans, etc.—I will 
quote some passages referring to one of these vows that will enable us to see 
how dangerous a delusion it is to believe that grace from God appertains to 
any particular state; while on the contrary temptations to sin abound in that 
state of life that is contrary to nature's laws. ‘The work from which I quote 
is the best and most thorough on the subject in any language. It is entitled, 
“An Historical Sketch of Sacerdotal Celibacy in the Christian Church,” by 
Henry C. Lea of Philadelphia. It is a large volume of 682 pages, published by 
Houghton, Mitilin & Co., Boston. Scholars will find it replete with learning, 
drawn from ancient and modern writers, and the general reader will peruse its 
pages with interest. ‘In Monachism,” Mr. Lea writes (page 94), “as in some 
other forms of asceticism, we must look to Buddhism for the model on which 
the Church fashioned her institutions. Ages before the time of Sakyamuni, the 
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life of the anchorite had become a favorite mode of securing the moksha, or 
supreme good of absorption in Brahma. Buddhism, in throwing open the way 
of salvation to all mankind, popularized this, and thus multiplied enormously 
the crowd of mendicants, who lived upon the charity of the faithful and who 
abandoned all the cares and duties of life in the hope of advancing a step in 
the scale of being and of ultimately obtaining the highest bliss of admission to 
Nirvana. In the hopeless confusion of Hindu chronology, it is impossible to 
define dates with exactness, but we know that at avery early period these 
Bhikshus and Bhikshunis, or mendicants of either sex, were organized in mon- 
asteries (Viharas or Sangharamas) erected by the piety of the faithful, and 
were subjected to definite rules, prominent among which were those of poverty 
and chastity, which subsequently became the foundation of all the Western 
orders. Probably the oldest existing scripture of Buddhism is the Pratimoksha, 
or collection of rules for observance by the bhikshus, which tradition, notwith- 
out probability, ascribes to Sakvamuni himself. In this, infraction of chastity 
falls under the first of the four Parajika rules; it is classed, with murder, 
among the most serious offences entailing excommunication and expul- 
sion without forgiveness. ‘The solicitation of a woman comes within the scope 
of the thirteen Sanghadisesa rules, entailing penance and probation after which 
the offender may be absolved by an assembly of not less than twenty bhikshus. 
Other punishments are allotted for every suspicious act, and the utmost care is 
shown in the regulations laid down for the minutest details of social intercourse 
between the sexes. 

“Under these rules, Buddhist monachism developed to an extent which 
more than rivals that of its western derivative. ‘The remains of the magnifi- 
cent Viharas still to be seen in India testify at once to the enormous multitudes 
which found shelter in them and to the munificent piety of the monarchs and 
wealthy men who, as in Europe, sought to purchase the favor of heaven by 
founding and enlarging these retreats for the devotee. In China, Buddhism 
was not introduced until the first century A. p., and yet, by the middle of the 
seventh century, in spite of repeated and severe persecutions, the number of 
monasteries already amounted to 3,716, while two hundred years later the per- 
secuting Emperor Wu-Tsung ordered the destruction of no less than 4,600; 
and at the present day it is estimated that there are 80,000 Buddhist monks in 
the environs of Pekin alone, When, in the seventh century, Hiouen-Thsang 
visited India, he describes the Sangharama of Nalanda as containing ten thou- 
sand monks and novices; and the later pilgrim, Fah-Hian, found fifty or sixty 
thousand in the Island of Ceylon. In the fourteenth century, the city of Ichi, 
in Chinese Tartary, possessed fourteen monasteries, averaging three thousand 
devotees in each; while in Tibet, at the present time, there are in the vicinity 
of Lhassa twelve great monasteries, containing a population of 18,500 lamas. 
In Ladak, the proportion of lamas to the laity is as one to thirteen; in Spiti, 
one to seven; and in Burmah one to thirty. Great as were the proportions to 
which European monachism grew, it never attained dimensions such as these 

“It was some time, however, before the intercourse between East and West 
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led to the introduction of anchoritic and monastic customs. The first rudi- 
mentary development of a tendency in such a direction is to be found in the 
vows, which, as stated in a previous section, had already at an early period in 
the history of the church, become common among female devotees. In fact 
an order of widows, employed in charitable works and supported from the 
offerings of the faithful, was apparently one of the primitive institutions of the 
Apostles. ‘To prevent any conflict between the claims of the world and of the 
church, St. Paul directs that they shall be childless and not less than sixty 
years of age, so that on the one hand there might be no neglect of the first duty 
which he recognized as owing to the family, nor, on the other hand, that the 
devotee should be tempted by the flesh to quit the service which she had un- 
dertaken. 

“This admirable plan may be considered the germ of the countless associa- 
tions by which the church has in all ages earned the gratitude of mankind by 
giving to Christianity its truest practical exposition, It combined a refuge 
for the desolate with a most efficient organization for spreading the faith and 
idministering charity; and there was no thought of marring its utility by ren- 
dering it simply an instrument for exaggerating and propagating asceticism. 
St. Paul, indeed, expressly commands the younger ones to marry and bring up 
children; and he could little have anticipated the time when this order of 
widows, so venerable in its origin and labors, would, by the caprice of ascetic 
progress, come to be regarded as degraded in comparison with the virgin 
spouses of Christ, who selfishly endeavored to purchase their own salvation by 
shunning all the duties imposed on them by the Creator. Nor could he have 
imagined that, after eighteen centuries, enthusiastic theologians would seriously 
irgue that Christ and his Apostles had founded regular religious orders, bound 
by the three customary vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. 

“In the early Church, all vows of continence and dedication to the ser- 
vice of God were a matter of simple volition, not only as to their inception, 
Iso as to their duration. The male or female devotee was at liberty to 
return to the world and to marry at any time. . . . As, moreover, there 
was no actual segregation from the world and no sundering of family ties, there 
was no necessity for special rules of discipline. When, under the Decian per- 
secution, Paul the Thebeian, and shortly afterwards St. Antony, retired to the 
desert in order to satisfy a craving for ascetic mortifications which could only 
be satiated by solitude, and thus unconsciously founded the vast society of 
Egyptian Cenobiies, they gave rise to what at length became a new necessity. 
The associations which gradually formed themselves required some government, 


nut. 
yak al 


ind the institution of monachism became too important a portion of the Church, 
both in numbers and influence, to remain long without rules of discipline to 
regulate its piety and to direct its powers. . . = . Monachism was but one 
application of the doctrine of justification by works, which, by the enthusiasm 
of superstition of ages, was gradually built into a vast system of sacerdotalism. 
Through it were eventually opened to the medieval church sources of illimita- 
ble power and wealth by means of the complicated machinery of purgatory, 
masses of the dead, penances, indulgences, etc., under the sole control of the 
central head, to whom were committed the power of the keys and the dispensa- 
tion of the exhaustless treasure of salvation bestowed on the church by the 
Redeemer.” a 
More of this next month, Cardinal, 
Yours truly, 
James A. O'Connor. 
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ROME: PAGAN AND PAPAL. 


(Continued from Page 96.) 


Would that many clergymen in the Church of England would take warn- 
ing from the mistake, and would earnestly study the Word of God with the 
view of ascertaining His mind upon this point: they would then no longer 
show that inclination towards the idolatrous Church of Rome which is now so 
painfully. apparent. 

“Tdolatrous Church of Rome, did you say ?” some might ask in surprise. 
Yes. On four counts at least Rome can be proved guilty of idolatry without 
any difficulty, 

She worships graven and molten images, and to justify the idolatry fre- 
quently omits the second commandment in her catechisms, and divides the 
tenth into two, in order to make up the number. 

She worships dead men and women, and angels. 

She worships relics, especially pieces of the cross, to which she gives the 
highest kind of worship, called Latria. 

She worships a piece of bread in the Mass, in that Sacrament which the 
Church of England, in her ‘Thirty-ninth Article, designates as “a blasphe- 
mous fable.” 

On these four counts, then, without going further, we maintain that Rome 
is guilty of idolatry. 

In our Protestant churches images are allowed by law for ornament, but 
not for worship. Unfortunately this permission opens the door for many 
abuses. For who shall say where ornament ends, and worship—that is, 
idolatry—begins ?. Or what true believer can read the denunciations of the 
Almighty against images, and all that is connected with them, and not exclaim, 
“Perish images from Protestant churches ” ? 

The Moslem enters our places of worship, and says, “ These Christians 
are idolaters !”’ 

The Jew looks into our churches, and cries, “These Christians are 
idolaters !” 

Both the one and the other execrate our Christianity as idolatry, and 
should we, for the sake of ornament, forsooth, cast this scandal and stone of 
offence in our brother's way? “‘ Woe to that man,” said the Lord of the 
Church, “by whom the offence cometh !'” 

In this respect, both the mosque of the Moslem, and the synagogue of the 
Jew, are more pure than the church of the Christian ! 

“ Look,” said a Polish Jew to his son—the latter, from whom I heard the 
story, being a recent convert to Christianity—* Look,” said he, taking the 
youth to the window, and pointing to the image of a saint at the opposite cor- 
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ner of the street, “ there is the idolatry by joining which you have degraded 
yourself, and dishonored your ancestors.” 

‘The father, however, was mistaken : it was not to an idolatrous form of 
Christianity that the young man had become united. 

“ Look, look! aunt,” said a little boy just come from India, as he entered 
an English parish church adorned with these legalized graven images, “ Look 
at the idols!” The child in his simplicity took them for Siva, Vishnu, or 
other Heathen gods. One cannot help remembering to have read something 
about “little ones,” and that it would be better for him who puts a stumbling- 
block in their way, if a millstone had been hanged about his neck, and he had 


been cast into the sea 


CHaptTrerR VII. 
(THE DARK AGES. 


We have already, in our third and fourth chapters, passed in review several 
facts illustrative of the early corruption and subsequent Paganizing of the 
Christian Church, from the times of the apostles to about A.D. 450. The 
subject is a painful one. But at a time when everything ancient—that is, 
post-apostolic—in Church matters is lauded and held up to imitation, it 
becomes a duty, however disagreeable it may be, to inquire what the truth 
realiy is. And hitherto our investigation has not strengthened our trust in 
antiquity. ‘The extract from Gibbon’s twenty-eighth chapter showed gener- 
ally that Christian worship in the early part of the fifth century presented “a 
profane spectacle’; because it was to a great extent a mere reproduction of 
Pagan ceremonial. ‘Then, again, the actions or writings of Damasus, 
Chrysostom, and Cyril, the bishops respectively of Rome, Constantinople, and 
Alexandria, prove that in those great centres—the capital cities of Roman 
Europe, Asia, and Africa—the state of religion was as corrupt as it could have 
been in the provinces. And what else could have been expected, seeing that 
two of the three saints, namely the Pope and the Patriarch, were, if not them- 
selves men of blood, at least the abettors of murderers and assassins. ‘The 
basilica of Sicinius at Rome, bespattered with the blood of the hundred and 
thirty-seven victims of ecclesiastical violence, and the great metropolitan 
church of Alexandria, desecrated by the ferocious murder of the gifted 
Hypatia, attest how little Christianity had subdued the Paganism of the age; 
while the writings of Chrysostom give painful evidence to the same effect. 
Such, then, was the state of religion in the Church up to the middle of the 
fifth century. 

Some brief notices of intermediate times may be useful, before we pass on 
to expose the gross darkness which was brooding upon Christendom when the 
light of the Reformation began to dawn upon it from the Word of God. 

But was there no light through the long intervening period of gloom? 
Oh, yes!) God did not leave himself without witnesses. In the desert, in the 
monastery, in the city, here and there in dens and in caves of the earth, in the 
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mountains of Piedmont, Dauphine, and elsewhere, they might have been 
found; often destitute, afflicted, tormented, and yet the salt of the earth of 
whom the world was not worthy. Such were the secret ones of God; such 
were his elect, his faithful witnesses, who carried on the apostolic suc- 
cession of the Spirit, and with whom was the fulfilment of the promise, “ Lo! 
[am with you always, even unto the end of the world.””. But the sword of 
persecution, and the torture and flames of the Roman Inquisition—/+e Holy 
ffice—cut off these holy ones in countless multitudes. Many of them were in 
the Church of Rome, but not of her; and of these not a few gradually learnt 
to look upon her as the woman sitting upon a scarlet colored beast, the mother 
of harlots and abominations, drunken with the blood of the saints. They 
testified against her idols and idolatries; and, in answer, she slew them. Very 
remarkable among the testimonies of the period is that of Dante, one of those 


who escaped the sword. 


* To you, St. John referred, O shepherds vile, 
When she, who sits on many waters, had 
Been seen with kings her person to detile— 
The same who with seven heads arose on earth, 
And wore ten horns to prove that power was her 
Long as her husband had delight in worth, 
Your gods ye make of silver and of gold, 





And wherein differ from idolaters?” /nferno, xix., 106, 


How terrible a comment have we upon the words “drunken with the blood 
of the saints” in the slaughter of the Vaudois, in a.p. 1686. Dr. Gilly 
informs us that, in the course of six months, out of a slender population, over 
twelve thousand were destroyed by imprisonment, fire, and sword— 


‘Slain by the bleody Piedmontese, who roll’d 


Mother and infant down the r 


We will now adduce some evidence respecting the state of things in that 
period of the Church which is well called the Dark Ages. 

Cardinal Baronius, the annalist and ready apologist of all Rome's evil 
deeds, thus describes it: “ It seemed as if Christ again slept a profound sleep 
in the ship of his church, and there wanted disciples in the midst of the storm 
to awaken the Lord with their cries. . . . ‘They had thrust into St. Peter’s 
chair, which was the throne of Christ, monstrous men, most debauched in 
their lives, abandoned in their morals, and in all respects abominable.” 
(Quoted by Townsend in his Accusations, p. 103.) 

“ Against the Catholics,” says Jortin, “their enemies alleged—* You have 
turned your love-feasts into Pagan sacrifices, and your martyrs into their idols, 
whom you serve with the very same honors. You appease the shades of the 
dead with wine (libations) and with funeral feasts. You celebrate the festi- 
vals of the Heathen, and their manners you retain without any alteration. 
Nothing distinguishes you from Pagans, except that you worship apart from 
them.’” The archdeacon adds, “In this there is falsehood and truth. Pagans 
had, with Paganism, begun to enter into the Church,” 

In regard to the appeasing of the dead with wine at their saints’ festivals, 
this practice was considered good both for dead and living. As to the dead, 
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“they thought they pleased the saints by pouring fragrant wine upon their, 
tombs,” after the manner of the heathen. As to the living, they thought it 
good for themselves, and drank freely at the martyrs’ graves. “Oh!” cries a 
saint of the time, “that they would offer with more sobriety; that they would 
not be quaffing wine within the sacred precincts!” 

In the ninth century, Michael, the Emperor of the East, a foe to those 
images of which the Orthodox were so fond, in describing the worship of the 
Churches to the German Emperor Louis, says, “ They sang before the 
images.”” This, however, is common enough now, Last Christmas I was at 
Arles and at Nismes, and heard young girls singing before an image of Mary 
in both places. It was at night, and the idols were beautifully and tastefully 
illuminated, while the other parts of the churches were in darkness. The effect 
was admirable, and the singing to the idols very sweet: but the virgins of 
Arles were more meledious in their songs than the virgins of Nismes. I have 
witnessed the same practice at Florence, and at Antwerp. 

Sut let me say a word respecting the grand old church at Arles, to which 
we have just referred. Observe when you go there, reader, a curiosity—one 
of many-—in the noble cloister of the cathedral; namely, the capital of one of 
the columns which represents the dream of the Magi. ‘There they are, three 
little men all tucked up most comfortably in the same bed, and fast asleep. 
rhe old sacristan, called my attention to this medizval eccentricity, “* Voila!” 
said he, “ Monsieur perceives that they have their crowns on instead of night- 
caps!” And sure enough they had. 

To return to the Emperor Michael. “ Before the images,” he says, “ they 
sing, worship, and implore.” Of course; but this, heathenish as it is, we may 
see, alas! every day. What follows is, however, more startling. “* Many dress 
the female figures in robes—a common practice still—and then make them stand 
godmothers to their children(!) ‘They offer up tothem the hair first cut off, just 
as the heathen did. Some presbyters scraped the paint from the images, 
mixed it with the Eucharist, and gave it in the Communion. Others put the 
body of our Lord—that is, the bread—into the hand of the images, and made the 
communicants take it thence.” (Jortin, vol. iv., p. 480.) Such presbyters must 
have belonged to the genus wooden, as given by Boniface in a den mot 
attributed to him * Formerly,” said he, “the Church had golden priests and 
wooden chalices; now she has wooden priests and golden chalices.” Boniface 
was an Englishman known as “the apostle of Germany,” and, although he 
was canonized, seems to have been a true servant of Christ. He was Arch- 
bishop of Mentz, and, which is much more, a laborious missionary among 
the Pagans, who murdered him in the seventy-fifth year of his age, A.D. 755. 
“The day,” said he, “for which I have long waited is come!” And so he 
departed in peace—a saint passing to his rest. 

We observed that he was canonized. This process, an invention of the 
tenth century, was adapted from the custom of deifying heroes so common 
among the ancient Greeks and Romans. ‘The ceremony of canonization is 
very costly, for the fees demanded at Rome are many and large; but the result 
is that the canonized person becomes a saint. 

I have before me a long alphabetical list, published in Naples in 1846, and 
entitled Universal List of the Saints from the Beginning of the World to the 
Present Time. \tisimpossible tonumber God's elect; the Lord alone knoweth 
them that are his, and they are a great multitude which no man can number. 
Yet this list may be perfectly correct; for Rome can count her own saints; but 
that is quite another matter. 


(Zo be Continued.) 





